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PLANNING — DEVELOPMENT ASSESSMENT PANELS — LOCAL GOVERNMENT MEMBERS 

Statement by Minister for Planning 
MR J.H.D. DAY (Kalamunda — Minister for Planning) [2.07 pm]: As part of the state government’s reform 
of the approvals processes, cabinet has recently approved the appointment of local government members to 
development assessment panels, otherwise known as DAPs, across the state. I now table the names of the local 
government DAP members for the information of members.  

A development assessment panel is an independent decision-making body comprising technical experts and 
elected local government representatives. These panels will determine development applications made under 
local and regional planning schemes, in place of the original decision maker. Local government DAP members 
are a vital component of the panels. Each local government was invited to nominate two DAP members, and up 
to two alternative members. The alternative DAP members are available to the panel when a local government 
DAP member is unable to fulfil their role because of illness or unforeseen circumstances. Local government 
DAP members ensure that local knowledge is provided on each panel when determining DAP applications 
within each relevant local government district. One of the major benefits of development assessment panels is 
that they will enhance planning expertise and decision making by improving the balance between technical 
advice and local knowledge. All panel members will be required to attend a mandatory training workshop on 
planning law and codes of conduct before they can sit on a development assessment panel. I am pleased to note 
that a number of mayors and shire presidents will be joining the panels as DAP local government members. 
Cabinet has also recently approved the appointment of 27 specialist members to development assessment panels. 
The panels are now in operation across the state, and I look forward to seeing the benefits of this government’s 
planning reform agenda in practice over the coming months.  

[See paper 3767.] 
 


